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of terrorising them into complying with their demands. One
can scarcely credit we are living in a civilised country. No
mercy has been shown to these parties by their opponents,
who are merciless in their persecution." Mr. Birrell admitted
that magistrates were refusing to convict in perfectly plain
cases, but maintained that the Government " had done aU
that a Government can do within the powers of the law to
put these things down." The Attorney-General for Ireland
acknowledged that in certain parts of Ireland conditions
were worse than those existing among savages on the West
Coast of Africa. Quiet, law-abiding citizens did not know
when their cattle would be seized and mutilated, or when a
bullet would come through their windows, yet for two
years there was hardly a conviction. Carson concluded his
letter to The Times with these words : " Sir, but for the
seriousness of the subject-matter one might feel amused at
this farcical comedy. But some of us wonder how long these
things will continue under British rule."
For the next four years all Carson's political efforts were
directed towards compelling the Government either to
enforce the law, or to declare openly for a specific Home
Rule Bill so that the electors could decide. It was his fear
that, after elections fought on other issues, the Government
would introduce a Home Rule Bill and claim a mandate,
after affairs in Ireland had been allowed to reach a condition
of hopelessness owing to the weakness of justice and govern-
ment. As will be seen, precisely what he feared came to pass,
in spite of his strenuous and vigilant attempts to prevent just
this thing from happening.
In November 1907, to increase this bitterness against the
Government, two of his own kinsfolk, a landowner and his
mother, as they were leaving their church on a Sunday, had
been murdered. On December 8th, at Macclesfield, he
made a memorable speech, which attracted general notice.
" My own kinsmen," he said, in tones of great emotion,
" only three or four weeks ago, were shot as they were
leaving their worship on Sunday in the presence of a
jeering and cheering crowd. This is a disgrace to civilisation
under the British flag. I warn the Government and Mr.